
 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

The information, rules, and policies contained on the following pages pertain 
to Cambria Heights Middle School Students  

 

As you will read, what is now known as the Cambria Heights Middle School 
has been in existence in various organizational schemes for 100 years.  We began as 
a public school for the borough of Hastings.  Sometime later, Elder Township joined 
with us.  Later still, the boroughs and townships within our district’s 110 square miles 
came together to share the resources of the Cambria Heights School District and the 
special skills of the professionals at the Cambria Heights Middle School. 

 
We eventually were assigned the task of specializing in the continued 

development of the early adolescent.  As with most other of the nation’s school 
districts, children in their early teens were generally slotted into the category of a high 
school student: junior grade.  Our task was to mold these children in a manner that 
permitted them to function as young adults when they reached high school.  So, a 
junior high school was to draw the adult from the child.  We were to function as an 
institution for basic education that continued the academic development of individuals 
in transition.   
 

In the 1960s, scholars interested in children at this stage of life began to offer 
new ideas as to how this age group of children ought to be approached.  They agreed 
that we were indeed an institution that should concern itself with programs and 
practices that prepared students for the rigors of high school curricula.  However, they 
disagreed with the general notion that our clients were properly considered to be like 
young high school students.  We believe that it would be more correct to think of 
children between the ages of 10-14 years of age as older elementary students.  It is 
agreed that academic programs and instructional practices should be appropriately 
rigorous.  Caution should be exercised; we should never lose sight of the fact that we 
are dealing with children whose ride through this part of life’s changes is more rough 
than smooth and that a great deal of attention should be paid to social, emotional, 
and physical growth as well as academic achievement.   A conclusion we can draw 
from this could be that while it may be a worthy goal to produce an individual who is 
ready to assume the roles and responsibilities of young adulthood, it should not be too 
surprising when we find many that are not prepared to venture that far.  Such is the 
uncertainty of this stage of life. 
 

The staff of the Cambria Heights Middle School is a group of experienced and 
caring professionals.  We are very well aware of what was spoken to in the previous 
paragraph.  We are dedicated to this philosophy.  The material in this handbook is 
meant to assist everyone affiliated with our school to function within it in the best  
possible manner. 
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The Cambria Heights School District will continue to implement a Web Site that includes a parent 
grade viewer and teacher web pages.  Here are the steps to access the Web Site and Grade Viewer: 

 

To Navigate to Web Site 

 In your internet browser address bar type www.chsd1.org.  This will take you to the 

district site. 
 Click on Schools, then select the Middle School. 
 The top navigation bar (channel) will direct you toward a variety of school information 

including staff directory, guidance, school calendar, teacher pages, school activities 

and much more.  (Certain links will return you to the district site.) 

To Navigate to Parent Grade Viewer 

 Click on the A+ Grades icon to the right of Cambria Heights School District title.  This 
will take you to https://chsd1-sapphire.k12system.com/CommunityWebPortal/Welcome.cfm.   

 Log-in by clicking on the Parent Portal Login using the student’s username, password, 

and pin number.  This information will be given to each student during the first week 

of school. 

 A Highlander Highlights link is located on the district home page.  If you have any 
highlight that you would like to add contact jblake@chsd1.org. 

To Access to Sample Lessons, Activities, and Parent Resources  

 In your internet browser address bar type www.chsd1.org.  This will take you to the 

district site. 
 Click Schools, then select Middle School. 

 On the Middle School Home page select the link to Common Core Parent Resources. 

 
 

 

Welcome to the Cambria Heights Middle School Handbook.  At CH, we are committed to 

providing the best middle school education possible in a safe learning environment.  The CH staff is 

especially trained to work successfully with early adolescents, and it is our on-going commitment to 

keep abreast of the latest educational research so that we can help each student achieve 
academically. 

We also believe that success is best attained through the cooperation of students, parents and 

the school staff.  To this end, the Cambria Heights staff supports the following “Tenets of 

School/Parent Partnership:” 

  

 Parents and educators should work 
together in a partnership to support 

the ongoing education of students. 

 The CH staff believes that the best 

education for students is achieved 

through frequent and open 
communications between parents and 

teachers. 

 As professionals, we recognize that 

parents have extensive knowledge of 

their children and we respect the input 

parents have to offer. 
 Parents should feel welcome at our 

school and should feel comfortable 

visiting at any time. 

 Parents should talk frequently to their 
children about the educational 

experiences their children are having. 

 Early adolescence is a time for 

students to experience independence.  

Parents should continue to provide 
nurturing, but should likewise allow 

their children to grow and mature 

through independent experiences. 

 Despite the fact that early adolescents 

do not necessarily wish their parents to 

be involved in their school life, it is 
especially critical that parents remain 

involved during these important years 

of growth
 

Through the combined efforts of all of our stake holders, we can make our motto of “REACH YOUR 

FULLEST POTENTIAL” a reality for every student. 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

CAMBRIA HEIGHTS MIDDLE SCHOOL WEB SITE 

http://www.chsd1.org/
https://chsd1-sapphire.k12system.com/CommunityWebPortal/Welcome.cfm
http://www.chsd1.org/
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There is a new kind of humiliation in schools these days; bullying on the internet.  Children are using 
the anonymity of the Internet to harass other children, spread cruel rumors, and sometimes even 
threaten physical harm.  The worst thing is that is can happen anywhere and at anytime.  The same 
technology that has brought so many benefits is also bringing pain to far too many children, while 
allowing others to brutalize their peers with little chance of getting caught. 

New Pain, Old Problem:  There is nothing new about bullying, but the Internet has made it a far easier 
thing to accomplish.  By simply creating a separate screen name or instant message (IM) identify, 
kids can use the Internet to send hate mail that, in most cases, can’t be traced. 

Not an Isolated Incident:  Studies have found that as many as one in four children have been harassed 
online. 

Social Networking:  Social Networking has replaced the pre-teen and teen rituals of the past of passing 
notes and talking on the phone.  Social Networking are where the majority of the bullying takes place 
online.  Unlike computer screen names, people can create an unlimited number of identities for 
themselves.  Kids use this as an opportunity to create untraceable identities that they use to bully 
others online. 

Bad Judgment can Cause a Lifetime of Hurt:  Children sometimes, without thinking of the consequences, 
send very personal information to others over the internet.  Such information may be their address, 
phone number, school and in some cases inappropriate photos.  The person who receives this 
information can send it to others.  Some parents have been shocked to find such information about 
their child is posted for all to see on the World Wide Web. 

 

 

TIPS FOR PARENTS 
 

Discuss the topic with your child:  You may be surprised that your child already has been a target of 

cyber-bullying.  If so, the most important thing to find out what kind of bullying is taking place.  Are 

the words just cruel, or are threats involved?  If your child is being victimized, make sure he or she 

lets you know when it’s happening. 

Keep Records:  Use your computer to copy and print all of the offending IM’s or emails, including the 
“buddy name” of the perpetrator.  If you feel you cannot handle the problem, print them out and 

inform Mrs. Sprenger, Middle School Guidance Counselor or Mr. Lewis, Middle School Principal and 

they will discuss the problem with your child.  If physical harm is being threatened, you must talk to 

the police.  Although it is difficult to discover the identity of an Internet name, authorities can do so if 

a life has been threatened. 

Monitor your Children when they are on the Computer:  It is important that your child is supervised at all 

times on the computer.  Listen for signs that they are being unkind, as well as for indications that 

they are being bullied.  Then take action.  Your children need your help. 

The Best Way to Solve Cyber-Bullying:  Do not permit your child on the computer if they are being cyber-

bullied or you believe they are cyber-bullying others.  Do not view this as punishment if your child is 
being cyber-bullied, but as a means of protecting your child from harm.  If a child tells you something 

that just does not seem right, check it out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CYBERBULLYING 
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Co-Curricular Activities 
 Student Government 

Association 

 Intramural Sports 

 Library Aides 

 Ski Club 

 

 Bagpipe - Yearbook  

 Reading Competition 

 

 PA Jr. Academy of Science 

(PJAS) 

 Family, Career, Community 

Leaders of  America 

(FCCLA) 

Extra-Curricular Activities Clubs & Organizations 
Girls 

Basketball (fall) 
Softball (spring) 

Volleyball (spring) 

Co-Ed Soccer (fall) 

Marching Band (fall) 

Color Guard (fall) 
Cheerleading (fall/winter) 

Boys 

Football (fall) 
Basketball (winter) 

Wrestling (winter) 

Track & Field (spring) 

Marching Band (fall) 

Cross Country (fall) 
Color Guard (fall) 

There will be a variety of clubs for students 

to join during the school year. During 
Activity Period students may sign-up for 

various in-school activities and clubs.  

 

Standardized Tests:  All students in grades 6th, 7th, and 8th take the Pennsylvania Assessment English, 
Language Arts, and Math tests.  In addition to a English, Language Arts, and Math test, 8th grade 
students will also be assessed in the area of Science.  Individual student scores will be sent to parents.  
All students in grades 6th, 7th, and 8th grade take on-line assessments throughout the year.  The 
scores help to determine individual needs, scope and sequence, and opportunities for after school 
tutoring.  Eighth grade students take the Career Cruising aptitude test to help them in the process of 
selecting a program of study for the high school, which leads to a choice of a career. 

 Results from these tests are kept in each student’s cumulative folders and are strictly confidential.  
Available copies are sent to parents.  All test data concerning each student is used as reference 
materials for parents, teachers, administrators, and the students themselves to assist in making more 
informed decisions regarding student progress within the educational program. 

Keystone Tests:  All students taking Algebra I will be required to take the Keystone Algebra I test.  
Passing this test is now a state requirement for graduation.  Students will be selected carefully 
through teacher recommendation, previous standardized test results, and a readiness evaluation 
developed by the district.  

Wowzers:  Wowzers is an internet-delivered program that has been implemented in 6th, 7th, and 8th 
grade math classes.  In addition to being used in learning support courses, it will also be used to 
enrich, reinforce, remediate and tutor an unlimited amount of curriculum at all grade levels.  

Tutoring & Enrichment:  Tutoring and enrichment is available to all students on a regularly scheduled 
basis.  These opportunities are built into your child’s schedule.  This time frame may also be utilized 
for PA Common Core preparation. 

Middle School DAILY PLANNERS:  Organization and planning are critical in order to succeed; therefore, 
the CHMS Daily Planner will be a focus of your student’s middle school career.  The planner is an 
effective way to communicate and help your student’s progress.  Students are required to record 
homework assignments and specific lesson topics for each class.  Students WILL BE GRADED on the 
use of the planner and should bring it home in order to help you stay current with their activities and 
progress.  The planner has proven to be an effective way for parents and teachers to communicate 
concerns about your student.  Please sign your student’s planner at least once a week in order to 
communicate effectively. 

Each student is provided a planner at the beginning of the school year.  If a planner gets lost or 
damaged, it is the responsibility of the student to purchase a new planner from Mrs. Link/Library at the 
cost of $10.00. 
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Program Rationale:  The period of adolescence is a time of rapid change and growth for students as they 
approach physical, mental, and emotional maturity.  During this stage they desire more independence, 
experience new responsibilities, and search for social identity.  With these new self discoveries, they 
alter their role in their family, in their class, and in the world around them. 

 The mission of the CH Middle School Advisory Program is to assist students with understanding 
their own developmental needs so they can better make sense of themselves and the world around 
them, and become caring, responsible, ethical citizens.  This is accomplished by each faculty member 
serving as an advisor to a small group of students with whom they will foster a close relationship 
throughout the school year.  The faculty advisors work together in grade level teams to plan a program 
to help students learn more effectively and efficiently in their academic work, including helping them 
to grow socially and personally as they journey through the middle school years. 

 All students meet with their advisor once each rotation for a planned activity which addresses the 
needs of the particular age group.  Included in the program are opportunities for community 
involvement. 

 The Advisor Program fosters a positive school climate where our students see their teachers as 
caring advocates who are interested in their lives and development as well as their academic growth. 

 

 

 

The Middle School’s COPE program continues for this school year.  CHMS wants all students to be 
successful, both academically and socially, and are offering regular education students an 
opportunity to have their needs met in a small group or individual setting.  Teachers will have the 
opportunity to get to know their students well and will work with each individual’s strengths and 
needs. 
 This is not a special education program.  The students will be taught the same curriculum as other 
regular educations students.  We will work with the students to improve their organizational and 
study skills, their social skills, help them to begin to set goals for themselves, and help them increase 
their self- esteem.  If you are interested in learning more about the program, please feel free to call 
the Middle School principal. 
COPE Rational:  The Carnegie Council on Adolescent Development states that middle school students 
are caught in a vortex of changing demands.  The engagement of many youths in learning diminishes 
and the rate of alienation, substance abuse, absenteeism, and dropping out of school begins. 
 Middle school is significant turning point for most students.  This time, is when they are first 
exposed to and vulnerable to multiple high-risk behaviors.  We must pay more attention to the 
emotional, physical and social development of students during the middle school years.  We must 
also offer opportunities for them to choose a path toward a productive and fulfilling life. 
COPE Philosophy:  The COPE program attempts to achieve many of the same academic goals we do in 
a traditional program.  The only difference is HOW we attempt to achieve these goals.  Our concern is 
with the full development of each child; character and intellect, personal and social development, as 
well as academic achievement.    We are concerned with the person, not just the person’s academic 
achievement.  There is mounting evidence that effective schools succeed in creating a sense of 
“family” among students, faculty, and administration.  Staff members serve as unofficial counselors 
and we accept the responsibility for the development of the whole adolescent. 
 We believe that 6th and 7th graders can be successful if they feel positive and welcome in their 
school environment, are provided with of opportunities to increase their self-esteem, have improved 
organizational and social skills, and begin to set goals. 

We believe that 8th graders can be successful by being prepared for the transition to high 
school and for the future.  A sense of achievement can be reached by developing an understanding 
of the importance of academics, homework, and study skills, as well as being empowered with 
skills necessary for choosing a career of vocational direction. 

 
 

ADVISORY PROGRAM 

COPE (CHILDREN OF PERIL IN EDUCATION) 
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 The phrase “flexible schedule” refers to a method that allows the teaching staff to be responsible to 
the varying instructional needs of students.  Flexible scheduling removes the time constraints that go 
with the typical modular schedule found in traditional junior highs or high schools. 

 With the utilization of blocks of time, each team of teachers can, and are encouraged to, adjust the 
frequency, duration and rosters of established class sections as the need arises.  “The ideal schedule 
for a middle school creates ways to use time that is neither too elementary nor too secondary.”  In other 
words, the ideal schedule for a middle school creates ways to use time that combines some of the 
freedom of self-contained elementary classroom with provisions also made for the specialized teaching 
indicative of a high school. 

 

 

 
1) A minimum grade point average (GPA) of 92% is required for honor roll consideration.  

Furthermore, if a GPA is calculated at 91.5% or higher, the average will be rounded up to 92% 

which ensures honor roll consideration. 

2) All grades for each report period will be computed to an average according to their credit worth 
as indicated above. 

3) A failing grade in any subject will eliminate a student from honor roll consideration. 

4) A “U” in deportment grade will eliminate a student from honor roll consideration. 

 

Time Schedules Grade 6 Team 
Homeroom Session & Opening Exercises 

Time Period Description 
7:30 – 7:57  Students report to homeroom and receive instruction for the day from their teachers. 

Core Block 

8:00 – 8:40 1 
A. Students attend daily classes in Mathematics, Reading, English, PA History or Civics 

Sciences and Science.   

B. Students receive instruction in Computer Science twice a cycle, according to their 
schedules. 8:42 – 9:22 2 

Related Arts Block 

9:24 – 10:04 3 C. Students attend classes in Physical Education & Health, Music, Art, Library Science, 
Family and Consumer Science & Technical Education according to their schedules. 

D. Teachers from Grade 6 Team are scheduled for a Team Meetings every other day, with 
Office/Resources sessions on altering days.  This time also includes their regularly 

scheduled Preparation periods. 

10:06 – 10:46 4 

10:48 – 11:18 5 Lunch 

Core Block 

11:20 – 12:00 6 E. Students attend daily classes in Mathematics, Reading, English, PA History or Civics 

Sciences and Science.   

F. Students receive instruction in Computer Science twice a cycle, according to their 
schedules. 

12:02 – 12:42 7 

12:44 – 1:24 8 

1:26 – 2:06 9 

Activity Period 

2:08 – 2:53 10 

G. Students are invited to become involved in various teacher-directed co-curricular 

activities, provided they have not received an unsatisfactory deportment evaluation or 
received a deficiency report.  In case of a deficiency report, weekly tutoring sessions are 
conducted in each major academic area.  On a scheduled day, students with 
deficiencies are required to attend the tutoring session. 

Closing Exercises 

2:55 – 3:00  All students are dismissed to board buses. 

 
 

FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE & TEACHING ASSIGNMENTS 

CAMBRIA HEIGHTS MIDDLE SCHOOL HONOR ROLL 
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Time Schedules Grade 7 Team 
Homeroom Session & Opening Exercises 

Time Period Description 
7:30 – 7:57  Students report to homeroom and receive instruction for the day from their teachers. 

Related Arts Block 

8:00 – 8:40 1 A. Students attend classes in Physical Education & Health, Music, Art, Library Science, 
Family and Consumer Science & Technical Education according to their schedules. 

B. Teachers from Grade 7 Team are scheduled for a Team Meetings every other day, with 
Office/Resources sessions on altering days.  This time also includes their regularly 
scheduled Preparation periods. 

8:42 – 9:22 2 

Core Block 

9:24 – 10:04 3 C. Students attend daily classes in Mathematics, Reading, English, Geography and 
Science. 

D. Students receive instruction in Computer Science twice a cycle, according to their 
schedules. 

10:06 – 10:46 4 

10:48 – 11:28 5 

11:30 – 12:00 6 Lunch 

Core Block 

12:02 – 12:42 7 E. Students attend daily classes in Mathematics, Reading, English, PA History or Civics 
Sciences and Science.   

F. Students receive instruction in Computer Science twice a cycle, according to their 
schedules. 

12:44 – 1:24 8 

1:26 – 2:06 9 

Activity Period 

2:08 – 2:53 10 

G. Students are invited to become involved in various teacher-directed co-curricular 

activities, provided they have not received an unsatisfactory deportment evaluation or 
received a deficiency report.  In case of a deficiency report, weekly tutoring sessions are 
conducted in each major academic area.  On a scheduled day, students with 
deficiencies are required to attend the tutoring session. 

Closing Exercises 

2:55 – 3:00  All students are dismissed to board buses. 

 
 

Time Schedules Grade 8 Team 
Homeroom Session & Opening Exercises 

Time Period Description 
7:30 – 7:57  Students report to homeroom and receive instruction for the day from their teachers. 

Core Block 

8:00 – 8:40 1  

A. Students attend daily classes in Mathematics, Reading, English, PA History or Civics 
Sciences and Science.   

B. Students receive instruction in Computer Science twice a cycle, according to their 
schedules. 

8:42 – 9:22 2 

9:24 – 10:04 3 

10:06 – 10:46 4 

10:48 – 11:28 5 

11:30 – 12:10 6 

12:12 – 12:42 7 Lunch 

Related Arts Block 

12:44 – 1:24 8 C. Students attend classes in Physical Education & Health, Music, Art, Library Science, 
Family and Consumer Science & Technical Education according to their schedules. 

D. Teachers from Grade 8 Team are scheduled for a Team Meetings every other day, with 
Office/Resources sessions on altering days.  This time also includes their regularly 
scheduled Preparation periods. 

1:26 – 2:06 9 

Activity Period 

2:08 – 2:53 10 

E. Students are invited to become involved in various teacher-directed co-curricular 
activities, provided they have not received an unsatisfactory deportment evaluation or 
received a deficiency report.  In case of a deficiency report, weekly tutoring sessions are 
conducted in each major academic area.  On a scheduled day, students with 

deficiencies are required to attend the tutoring session. 

Closing Exercises 

2:55 – 3:00  All students are dismissed to board buses. 
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Time Schedules Related Arts Team 
Homeroom Session & Opening Exercises 

Time Period Description 
7:30 – 7:57  Students report to homeroom and receive instruction for the day from their teachers. 

Grade 7 Block 

8:00 – 8:40 1 A. Students attend classes in Physical Education & Health, Music, Art, Library Science, 

Family and Consumer Science & Technical Education according to their schedules. 8:42 – 9:22 2 

Grade 6 Block 

9:24 – 10:04 3 B. Students attend classes in Physical Education & Health, Music, Art, Library Science, 
Family and Consumer Science & Technical Education according to their schedules. 10:06 – 10:46 4 

10:48 – 11:28 5 
Lunch, Cafeteria Duty and/or  
Team Meetings/ Preparation 

11:30 – 12:10 6 

12:12 – 12:42 7 

Grade 8 Block 

12:44 – 1:24 8 C. Students attend classes in Physical Education & Health, Music, Art, Guidance, Family 
and Consumer Science & Technical Education according to their schedules. 1:26 – 2:06 9 

Activity Period 

2:08 – 2:53 10 

D. Students are invited to become involved in various teacher-directed co-curricular 
activities, provided they have not received an unsatisfactory deportment evaluation or 
received a deficiency report.  In case of a deficiency report, weekly tutoring sessions 

are conducted in each major academic area.  On a scheduled day, students with 
deficiencies are required to attend the tutoring session. 

Closing Exercises 

2:55 – 3:00  All students are dismissed to board buses. 

 

Promotions:  Students who fail to pass two major subjects, or their equivalent may be retained in their 

resent grade.  The administration will consult the teaching staff on each case.  In order to achieve any class 
credit, a student must achieve a grade of 65% or better. 

 

COURSE CREDITS 

English     1.0  

Reading     1.0  

Mathematics    1.0 

Science     1.0  

Social Studies    1.0 
Spanish (Selected Students)  1.0 
Physical Education   0.4 

Library/Study Skills   0.4 

Library/Career Education  0.4  

Computer Science   0.4  

Art     0.4 
General Music    0.2 

Health     0.2 

Technical Education   0.2 
Family & Consumer Sciences  0.2 

Band (Elective)   0.2 

Chorus (Elective)   0.2 

 

 

*Chorus, if elected will replace General Music 
**Students may elect to take both Chorus and Band 

 

Report Periods:  The report periods for the 2017-2018 school year are listed below: 

 
Quarter 1   August 24, 2017 to October 26, 2017 Quarter 3   January 17, 2018 to March 21, 2018 

Quarter 2   October 27, 2017 to January 16, 2018 Quarter 4   March 22, 2018 to May 30, 2018 
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Teaching Assignments for the 2017-2018 School Year 

 

Grade 6 Team  Grade 7 Team 

Ms. Kinney Math  Mrs. Bracken Math 

Mr. Wharton Science  Mrs. Cavallo Science 

Mrs. Davis English  Mrs. Scott English 

Mrs. Wargo Reading  Mrs. Albright Reading 

Mr. McMullen Social Studies  Mr. Ropp Geography 

Mr. Fees Learning Support  Mrs. Beach Learning Support 

 

Grade 8 Team  Related Arts Team 

Mrs. Bogus Math  Mrs. Conklin Physical Ed. & Health 

Mrs. Fetsko Science  Mr. Kline Physical Ed. & Health 

Mrs. Sowers English  Mrs. Sprenger Guidance 

Ms. Crandall Reading  Mrs. Link 
Study Skills/Career 

Ed./Library 

Mr. Krug Civics & PA History  Mr. Trotz Technical Ed. 

Mrs. McEvoy Learning Support  Ms. Wissinger 
Family and Consumer 

Sciences 

Ms. Pecora Spanish I  Mr. Sabol Art 

   Ms. Hall 
Band, Chorus, General 

Music 

*8th Grade Spanish I is scheduled 1st 

period only. 

 Mr. Blake 
Computer Science  

(6, 7, 8) 
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Cambria Heights Middle School Extension Directory 
Jarrod Lewis 

Middle School Principal 

email:  jlewis@chsd1.org 

Address:    Web Site:  www.chsd1.org 

414 Glendale Lake Road 

Patton, PA  16668   Phone Number:  674-6290  Fax Number:  674-5054 

 

6th Grade  7th Grade  8th Grade 
 Phone 

Extension   Phone 
Extension   Phone 

Extension 
Ms. Kinney 2129  Mrs. Beach 2205  Mrs. Sowers 2218 

Mrs. Davis 2126  Mrs. Bracken 2211  Mrs. Fetsko 2216 

Mr. Fees 2130  Mrs. Cavallo 2214  Mrs. Bogus 2220 

Mrs. Wargo 2125  Mrs. Albright 2207  Mr. Krug 2221 

Mr. McMullen 2128  Mrs. Scott 2208  Mrs. McEvoy 2222 

Mr. Wharton 2123  Mr. Ropp 2210  Ms. Crandall 2219 

Computer Lab 2124  Computer Lab 2213  Computer Lab 2217 

 

Offices/Miscellaneous  
Phone. Extensions 

 Related Arts 
Team 

 Phone 

Extension 
  Phone 

Extension 
Mr. Lewis 2101  Mrs. Conklin 2107 

Mrs. Packard 2000  Health Room 2106 

Mrs. Lacue/Mrs. Legros 3329  Mrs. Sprenger 2105 

Cafeteria/Kitchen 2201  Mrs. Hite 2102 

Conference Room 2002  Mr. Kline 2108 

Mail/Work Room 2001  Ms. Wissinger 2109 

Technology - Ryan 2300  Mr. Sabol 2116 

Technology – Dawn 2206  Mrs. Link 2103 

Copy Room 2114  Mr. Trotz 2119 

Gr. 6/RA Team Room 2115  Ms. Hall 2112/2113 

Gr. 7 & 8 Team Room 2204  Mr. Blake 2104 

Custodians 2120    

Boiler Room 2122    

Stage 2127    

Music Office 2113    

 

Para-Educators  Phone and Fax Numbers 
 Phone 

Extension   Phone Number Fax Number 

Mrs. Fees 2205  Elementary School 344-8506 344-6274 

Ms. Campbell 2130  Business Office 674-3626 674-5411 

Mrs. Finet 2222  High School 674-3601 674-5605 

Ms. Winslow 2103  Special Education Office 674-3601 674-5411 

      

 
 

 

 

mailto:jlewis@chsd1.org
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Arrival:  When arriving on the grounds in the morning, all students are to immediately enter 

the building.  Students will report to their lockers and homeroom without delay.  Any student 

arriving before 7:30 AM should report to the cafeteria area until excused. 

 

Attendance:  In recent years, attendance has become more of a concern at the middle school.  

Please adhere to district policies on attendance, tardiness, and early dismissals.  The following 

policies will be strictly enforced.  Please contact the school principal or guidance counselor if an 

unusual circumstance occurs. 
 

 In November 2016, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania enacted new regulations related to 

school attendance.  These regulations identify students as truant when they accumulate 

three unexcused absences during the current school year and habitually truant when they 

accumulate six unexcused absences during the current school year.  After three unexcused 

absences, the Principal will send a letter to a truant student’s parents/guardians offering 
them the opportunity to participate in an attendance improvement conference, either in 

person or over the phone.  After six unexcused absences, the Principal will refer a 

habitually truant student to Children and Youth (CYS), magisterial district court, or the 

county juvenile court system.  

 Students who are not in attendance in school or at a school-sponsored event are 
considered to be absent.  Students who arrive after 9:00 AM or depart before 2:00 PM 

will be charged with a half-day absence. 

 “Excuse Blanks” are provided as a courtesy by the school.  However, they are not a 

required form.  Parents of students who are returning from an absence may write an 

excuse for their child to turn in on the day of their return.  Required information is as 

follows:  the child’s name; the date(s) of absence; a legitimate reason for the absence; and 
the signature of the parent or guardian. 

 An illegal absence means a zero for all class work or homework missed as well as any 

examinations administered during the period of illegal absence.  If a student 

accumulates four or more illegal absences, charges of truancy will be filed with Cambria 

County Juvenile Probation. 
 Contact will be made with students and parents when absences are noted as being 

frequent or the circumstances are unusual.  On the tenth day of absence, a warning 

letter will be sent to the parent/guardian indicating a concern over the absences and 

explaining the attendance policy.  On the fifteenth day of absence, an official letter will be 

sent to the parent/guardian that will require a physician’s excuse for all subsequent 

absences from school. 
 Tardy:  Students arriving to school after 8:00 AM and before 10:00 AM will be considered 

tardy.  Students arriving to class after the time permitted to pass between classes will also 

be considered tardy.   

Students who miss 25 days of school may not receive academic credit for the year’s 

work. 

Breakfast & Lunch Program:  Each student is assigned to a half-hour lunch period in the 

cafeteria each day.  Students may buy a lunch in the cafeteria or many bring a lunch from home.  
Three types of lunches are available:  full price, reduced, and free.  Eligibility for reduced and free 

lunches is determined by the Federal Lunch Guidelines.  Additionally, a breakfast program is 

available to all 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students from 7:15 AM to 8:00 AM.  Reduced price or free 

breakfasts are available to those students who qualify.  See the front of the handbook under 

district wide information of meal prices.  Please be advised that the Breakfast Program is a 

privilege.  Inappropriate behavior or evidence that the breakfast break is being used for purposes 
other than the consumption of the meal will result in the loss of the privilege. 

 

POLICIES & PROCEDURES 



Cambria Heights School District                                                                              Middle School 2017-2018 

 

60 

 

The cafeteria staff has developed well-balanced and varied menus 
for students’ selections.  Choices include: 

Standard Lunch: The standard lunch includes an entrée, vegetable or small salad, fruit and milk. 

A La Carte Items: A variety of items such as ice cream, snacks, and desserts are available for  

                                purchase to supplement the cafeteria lunch or a lunch brought from home.    

                                  Juices and milk may be purchased during lunch. 

Copies of Monthly Menus are Available 

 
Common sense and socially acceptable behavior are expected at all times in the cafeteria.  
Students are expected to leave the tables and the floor clean for the next group.  Food or open 
containers may not be taken from the cafeteria.  The cafeteria is supervised and the parents will 
be notified about students who cannot follow cafeteria procedures.  A student who misbehaves 
during lunchtime (leaving tray, throwing food, breaking line both on the way to and in the 
cafeteria, etc.) will be disciplined by the teacher(s) in charge.  Repeated behavioral violations will be 
referred to the principal. 

Mouth Guard/Physical Education:  All students participating in Physical Education activities 

may be required to wear a mouth guard during certain activities.  Parents will be given the option 

and students will be responsible for wearing and taking care of their mouth guard. 

Class Trip-Grade 8:  An invitation to attend the annual eighth grade class trip is dependent 

upon satisfactory deportment throughout the school year.  Other factors may be considered by the 
principal in determining if individual students are invited to attend the eighth grade class trip.  

These factors include incidents concerning: 

 Multiple infractions given by professional staff. 

 Office discipline imposed as a result of discipline referrals, bus referrals, or individual    

incident investigations. 

 Any incident of a serious nature. 
Students who are identified with discipline problems will be placed on a warning list for the class 

trip.  The building principal will meet each individual to discuss the consequences for continued 

negative behavior that may result in the loss of the trip. 

Dance Procedures:  Following are the general rules that must be followed by all groups 

sponsoring dances held at the Cambria Heights Middle School building:  Dances will begin at 6:30 

PM and end at 9:00 PM 

1.        At least two middle school staff members must attend as chaperones. 

2.          All chaperones must possess all necessary clearances required by the department of          

       education and the Cambria Heights School District. 
3.         Only those students enrolled in the Cambria Heights Middle School, grades 6-8, may 

attend any dance held at the Middle School 

4. The Cambria Heights Middle School reserves the right to restrict an individual student 

from attending any dance sponsored by any organization using the school’s facilities. 

5. A parental permission slip must be handed to the chaperones the night of the dance.  

This will be the “ticket” into the dance.  Please be certain to include a telephone 
number in the event a parent/guardian must be contacted during the dance. 

6. Your child is not permitted to bring guests. 

7. There will be no excessive running, pushing or shoving, horseplay, fights or signs of 

affection. 

8. Sneakers are to be worn on the gym floor to protect the surface. 
9. Soda or food is not permitted in the gym area.  Refreshments will be sold in the related 

arts hallway. 

10. Once your child has entered the dance, he/she will not be permitted to leave the 

building until fifteen minutes before the dance is over unless he/she is picked up by 

a parent/guardian. 

11. The school is not responsible for lost or stolen items or articles of clothing. 



Cambria Heights School District                                                                              Middle School 2017-2018 

 

61 

 

12. If any rule of behavior is violated, parents/guardians will be notified to pick their 

child up at the dance. if parents/guardians are not available, the child will be seated 
in a secluded area until such time as they are available or the dance is concluded. 

13. All sponsoring groups must have no fewer than six chaperones in attendance on the 

evening of the dance.  The names of the chaperones must be submitted to the 

Cambria Heights Middle School office no less than 48 hours prior to the date of the 

dance. 

14. There will be no formal Middle School dances.  A Middle School dances will be casual 
wear only.  All attire must be modest. 

15. A sponsoring group who chooses to ignore any of these rules may have their 

eligibility to sponsor future dances revoked. 

Bus Rules:  Bus violations will be handled by the building principal and will follow district policies 

and/or the Middle School infraction system.  Bus discipline is progressive in nature and can range 

from infractions to suspension from the bus and school.  Serious matters will be reported to the 

local police agency. 

Telephone Use:  If a student calls home for a forgotten item (i.e. lunch, gym clothes, etc.), the 

student is responsible for checking the office to see it the item has been brought in by the 

parent/guardian. 

Textbooks:  Students are expected to care for school property.  Textbooks are to be covered and 

kept clear of extra paper to help preserve the binding.  Payment will be required for replacement of 
textbooks with damaged bindings. 

Transfer of Students:  Parents who intend to transfer their children from the school system are 

requested to notify the office as to their intention five to ten days in advance.  Student records will 

be mailed to the new school when a written request is received from the school in question. 

School Store:  Miscellaneous items can be purchased from 7:40 AM – 7:55 AM each morning at 

the school store.  Students must have permission from the homeroom teacher to leave the room to 

make any purchase. 

Transportation:  Parents are requested to provide a written notice of the office of the building 

principal if the child is not to return home via the assigned bus on a given day.  If a child wishes to 

visit the home of a friend at the conclusion of a school day, parents are to provide the necessary 

transportation and advise the office of such arrangements in writing. 

 

 Students waiting to be met by the parents or other approved persons must be met in 
the office and be identified.  Students will only be picked up and left off at designated 

school district stops and may only ride their designated bus assigned by the district. 

 Transportation for extracurricular activities will not be provided by the school district 

for those students attending as spectators.  Parents are responsible for all 

transportation that is not to or from school at the regular starting and dismissal times. 
 Students remaining after school for activities or detention may ride the Activity Bus 

provided by the school district.  Students who have been denied bus privileges as a 

result of disciplinary action may not use the Activity Bus.  The Activity Bus pick-up 

times varies throughout the school year.  Routine schedule is as follows:  Patton to 

Hastings, St. Benedict, Carrolltown, Bakerton, Chest Springs, Patton. 
Early Dismissal Requests/Excusal of Students:  Requests to be excused will be from the parents 
or guardians in writing and the excuses must be brought to the office before class starts in the 
morning.  Parents must come to the office in order to sign students out of school.  Students will not 
be released from classes before the time indicated on the written excuse.  Exceptions to this will, of 
course, are made in emergency situations. 

Incomplete Marks:  Make-up work return or the student must be completed within three (3) 
school days after the student’s return or the student will receive a zero for all assignments or tests 
missed during the absence.  It is the responsibility of the student to make arrangements with the 
teachers to complete this work.  Teachers may use their discretion to extend the make-up period to a 
maximum of ten (10) school days. 

Passing To & From Classes:  Students are given approximately two minutes to pass between 
scheduled classes and are expected to arrive at class on time and take their seats immediately.  All 
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students are to have their required materials – book, pencil, tablet, notebook, etc., and follow 
established classroom procedures.  Students are to expect to be appropriately disciplined if these 
procedures are habitually disregarded. 

 The teacher will dismiss students.  Students are permitted to go to their lockers during 
the morning or afternoon series of classes only with permission given by a teacher. 

 Students may only leave their homeroom classrooms with prior agreement of written 
request from a teacher.   

Personal Property:  Excessive amounts of money and items of value should be left at home.  Bring 
to school only what is absolutely necessary.  The school is not responsible for loss or theft of any 
money or valuables. 

Electronic Devices: The Cambria Heights Board of Directors prohibits use of personal 
communication devices by students during the school day.  Cell phones must be kept off and out 
of site during  the school day.  Violation of this policy will result in the loss of the privilege 
to bring cell phones on campus. 

 
Restroom Passes:  All students will be issued a restroom pass at the beginning of the school year.  
Restroom Passes are printed inside the CHMS Student Planners.  Students are expected to have their 
planners with them at all times.  Students will have four opportunities for each period, per quarter, to 
sign out to the restroom with their teacher’s permission.  Teachers having students who exceed this 
allotment will use their discretion in permitting additional opportunities.  However, this practice is 
not encouraged.  Students with medical conditions that require more frequent opportunities are to 
submit a physician’s statement specifying the procedures to be followed.  No students will be refused 
restroom privileges in the event of an emergency or other type of sudden illness. 

 

Cheating:  If a student is caught cheating, the following procedures will be followed: 

 

1st Offense Subsequent Offenses 

 

 Zero score on 

assignment 

 
 Notification of Parents 

 

 Two hour detention 

 

 Zero school on assignment 

 

 One-day in-school suspension 
 

 Drop in letter grade (if infraction occurred previously in 

the same class or subject.) 

 

 Conference with parents 

Dress Code 

1. No dyed unnatural hair colors – (pink, blue, purple, etc.) 
2. No body piercing except earrings 

3. No belly showing shirts 

4. No spaghetti straps 

5. No chains, ball necklaces, spiked collars, etc. 

For more specific information on the CH Dress Code please refer to the District-Wide Policies.  

 
 

 

 

Detentions:  Detentions are regularly scheduled on Thursdays, from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM. 

Students assigned detention will be required to attend for a minimum of one hour.  Students who are 

assigned detentions are to receive written notice at least two days prior to the scheduled date. 
 The detention notice should be signed by a parent or guardian and returned the next 

school day.  However, students must serve the detention with or without the return of 

the signed written notice as least two days prior to the scheduled date. 

DISCIPLINARY STRUCTURE & INFRACTION SYSTEM 
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 Students, who fail to attend detention on the assigned dates, will be assigned one 

additional day’s detention or in-school suspension.  Should any student fail to serve 
either assigned detention on the assigned day, he/she will be given one day of out-of-

school suspension on the first occurrence. 

To have been assigned any detention signifies that an individual’s behavior is seriously in need of 

immediate modification.  Students are permitted to accumulate no more than a total of three 

detentions in one school year.  Once that number is exceeded, a detention will not be an option any 

longer.  In-school suspension will be the next available option. 

 

The following items have been identified as school-wide rules and will result in 
an infraction: 
 Cafeteria Misbehavior (Minor) 

 Disrespect (Minor) 
 Interfering with learning of others 

 Gum 

 Mischief 

 Late to class 

 Unprepared for class 
 Bus conduct (Minor)  

 Displays of affection  (Minor) 

 Inappropriate attire

 
INFRACTION CHART AND LEVELS 

 Infractions    These infractions will be recorded and will accumulate over 

each nine week grading period. At the beginning of the new 

marking period, each child’s number of infractions will return 

to zero, with the exception of infractions received in the last 

three weeks of the previous marking period.  The chart to the 

left shows the consequences for the accumulation of 

infractions. 

   However, if a child reaches a certain point in the Discipline 

Level listed below, they will remain at that level unless they 

attain more than nine infractions in a grading period.  If nine 

infractions are realized in any grading period, that child will go 

to the next appropriate Discipline Level. 

3 Conference with homeroom teacher/team and 

parent(s)/ guardians contacted. 

6 First “U” and elimination of school day 

activities and dances for three (3) weeks. 

9 Appropriate Discipline Level, second “U” 

elimination of school day activities and dances 

for an additional (3) weeks. 

12 Appropriate Discipline Level, second “U”, 

elimination of school day activities and dances 

for the succeeding or remaining grading 

period. 

 

 Discipline Level  

Any situation involving fighting, drugs, tobacco, 

alcohol, weapons, or other serious matters will handled directly 

by the office and will be addressed separately according to the 

district policy.  A student may receive any of the following 

punishments as determined by the principal; multiple 

infractions, in-school suspension, out of school suspension, 

Thursday Detentions, Alternative Education Programs, 

Educational Programs, and/or Loss of bus privileges.  The 

student will be moved up a discipline level and receive at least 

6 weeks of restrictions from school activities and dances. 

 Failure to attend Thursday Detention will result in an 

additional and equal session.  If either of the assigned sessions 

is not attended, it will result in no less than one day In-School 

suspension. 

Level 1 1 hour of Thursday detention. 

Level 2 2 hours of Thursday detention. 

Level 3 1 full day of in-school detention and 

referral to guidance 

Level 4 1 day of In-School Suspension and 

referral to professional services or 

CHAPS 

Level 5 1 day of In-School Suspension and 2 

hours of Thursday detention. 

Level 6 3 days of In-School Suspension and 2 

hours of Thursday detention. 

Level 7 5 days of In-School Suspension a 

Superintendent’s Hearing and possible 

placement in the Alternative Education 

Program. 

Level 8 10 days out of school suspension. 
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The infraction system was designed to have consistency among teachers and to help enforce 

classroom management.  It also serves as a way to identify children who may need specialized 

behavior programs in order to succeed.  Infractions are generally small offenses in nature, but 

may lead to serious consequences.  More serious offenses in behavior will be directly dealt 
with by the principal and follow district-wide policies. 


